United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
I nilid Stall-, Patent and Trademark Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO. 



I0/720.M7 



12/04/2007 



34610 7590 04/20/2009 

KED & ASSOCIATES, LLP 
P.O. Box 221200 
Chantilly, VA 20153-1200 



PEESO, THOMAS R 



PAPER NUMBER 



DELIVERY MODE 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 

The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication. 



PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07) 



l/ffflrC? nVrliUli Otfff Iff ids y 


Application No. 

10/726,647 


Applicant(s) 

YIM ET AL. 


Examiner 

THOMAS PEESO 


Art Unit 

2432 





- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address — 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1 ), (2), and (4) of section 371 (c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection 
Act of 1999 (AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent 
resulting directly or indirectly from an international application filed before 
November 29, 2000. Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined 
under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AIPA 35 U.S.C. 
102(e)). 

Claims 1-9, 17-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being clearly 
anticipated by U. S. Patent No. 6,990,588 to Yasukura. 

As per claims 1,2, 18 and 19, Yasukura discloses performing a first user 
authentication process aafter a user has input a command for control of a controlled 
device (col. 22, lines 13-26), confirming whether a second authentication for said 
controlled device is required, if said user authentication was successful (col. 22, 
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lines 37-68) and performing a secondary authentication process if the secondary 
authentication process is necessary (col. 23, lines 1-25). 

As per claims 3, 4 and 9, Yasukura discloses comparing user authentication 
information input by a user with corresponding stored user authentication 
information (see at least the abstract). 

As per claims 5-7, Yasukura discloses performing a secondary 
authentication process if the secondary authentication process is necessary 
comprises: transmitting an authentication data to said controlled device if a 
secondary authentication is required, wherein the controlled device compares the 
authentication data to stored data (col. 11, lines 47-53). 

As per claim 8, Yasukura discloses wherein the authentication 
data comprises biometric information (see at least the abstract). 

As per claim 1 7, Yasukura discloses wherein transmitting authentication and 
control data comprises: accessing information from a memory m~ti-t-device 
regarding a communication associated with said control device; and transmitting 
data through said communication device (fig. 6). 

As per claim 20, Yasukura further discloses comprising a display device 
configured to display a list of controllable devices (col. 17, lines 17-25). 
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As per claim 21, Yasukura discloses wherein the input device comprises a 
biometric information input device configured to input biometric information of a 
user (see at least the abstract). 

As per claim 22, Yasukura discloses wherein said remote control apparatus 
comprises two or more communication ~ devices, and wherein information on said 
communication devices is stored in said memory. (fig. 1). 

Allowable Subject Matter 
Claims 10-16, 23 and 24 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all 
of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Thomas R. Peeso whose telephone number is 
571 272-3809. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Fri, 7:00 a.m. to 
3:30 p.m. The central fax number for the office is 571 273-8300. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Gilberto Barron, can be reached on 571 272-3799. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
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for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see 
http://pair -direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the 
Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 
866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Primary Examiner 
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